DNA melting within stable closed complexes at the Escherichia coli rrnB P1 promoter.
Several transcription complexes are shown to form on the E. coli ribosomal rrnB P1 promoter in vitro. These include two closed complexes that are sensitive to heparin attack, and one open complex. The closed complexes are unusual in that they are both highly specific and stable, properties associated with the atypical DNA sequence of this promoter. The effector ppGpp does not prevent closed complex formation but does reduce the level of open complexes that form.